
Centennial Public School - December Newsletter 

 

 
Message from the principal 

Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s) and the Centennial Community, 

 November was a great month, we celebrated Remembrance Day with a virtual assembly and 

plan to have another virtual assembly in December to celebrate family cultures/traditions 

and showcase class artwork and music. December also marks the third consecutive month of 

students back in school. We are thrilled to announce that our doors continue to remain open 

and that, since September, we have not had any positive COVID19 cases at the school.  As we 

want to continue to ensure safety we appreciate your continued support with using the daily 

screening tool and patience and understanding with all of our continued safety measures.  



 

We have been enjoying the new snowfall, as you can see here a class practicing dance outside 

in the snow.  Please ensure you send your children to school dressed for the changing 

temperatures (hats, mits, snow pants, boots). You may also want to send extra clothing 

incase clothes get wet this time of the year.   We would like to take a moment to wish you all 

a wonderful winter break and thank you for your continued support.  

 

Take care and thank you,  

 Jenny Dewan  

Principal, Centennial Public School 

 

Upcoming December Dates: 

 

1st Nunatsiavut Day  

1st Board Organizational Meeting (OCDSB) 

3rd Student Senate (OCDSB) 

8th School Council Meeting Centennial Public School (7-9pm) 

Committee of the Whole (OCDSB) 

9th Special Education Advisory Committee Meeting (OCDSB) 

10th Indigenous Education Advisory Council (OCDSB) 

11th OCDSB Speaker Series: Kanahus Manuel 

15th Centennial Virtual Winter Celebration (12:30-1:30pm) 

Board Meeting (OCDSB) 

16th OCASC 

21st-January 3rd Winter Break - NO SCHOOL - 

 

Holiday Dates: 

 

December 10-18 Hanukkah 

December 21 Winter Solstice 

December 25 Christmas 

December 26-Jan. 1 Kwanzaa 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School News: 

 

 

Progress Reports 

Thank you for all your patience and support as we worked out all the technical difficulties 

ensuring each of you have access to your children’s progress report. If you have any 

questions/concerns or still have not been able to gain access please connect with your child’s 

teacher.  

 

 



 

Thank you 

As 2020 nears to a close I want to take a moment to thank all the wonderful staff at 

Centennial for the extra work they’ve put in since the pandemic.  The custodial staff, Office 

Staff, ECE, EA’s, Teachers, Lunchmonitors, and Board Staff all came together to ensure 

students are able to continue on in their learning, whether virtually and/or in person. This 

has been big work! Many have worked countless extra hours to ensure the safety, well being 

and the best education remains available for your children. Additionally every teacher has 

had to ensure that they maintain an online platform in case a return to learn from home is 

required.  Please ensure you familiarise yourself with this format. THANK YOU ALL! 

 

 



Let’s continue to work together to keep everyone safe: 

Thank you for all your continued support in ensuring all safety protocols are followed.  Some 

of the things parents/guardians can do to help include: remembering to screen daily 

(https://centennialps.ocdsb.ca/).  Another is to ensure you send your children to school with 

clean masks (and a few spares) each day.  Remind your children that they are to wear their 

masks at all times and sanitize regularly.  Discussing with your children the importance of 

following all the COVID guidelines will demonstrate how we are all in this together.  At lunch 

time students are required to stay seated and ask permission should they need to get out of 

their seats. This process is especially important during lunch as students are not wearing 

masks when eating. Thank you for taking the time to review these with your child[ren]. 

 

 

 

Happy Holidays 

We would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a wonderful and safe holiday season. 

The schools will remain closed to both staff and students from December the 21st to January 

3rd inclusive. In anticipation of this closure we are asking students and staff to take all 

necessary items (personal items, workbooks, personal devices etc.) home before the break. 

We are not anticipating having to stay home beyond these dates but do need to be prepared 

should the Ministry make an announcement that forces us to stay closed longer. During the 

break please feel free to check out our Centennial Public School website 

https://centennialps.ocdsb.ca/ and/or Ottawa Carleton District School Board website 

https://centennialps.ocdsb.ca/
https://centennialps.ocdsb.ca/


https://ocdsb.ca/ for any updates. Ottawa Public Health also has a wealth of information to 

ensure you and your family stay safe this holiday season 

https://www.ottawapublichealth.ca/en/index.aspx.  The ministry continues to advise against 

mass gatherings and encourages continued social distancing and wearing of masks when in 

public. Hope you all have a wonderful and restful break! 

 

 

 
 
 

Important! Overdue library book notices were emailed to Centennial families in October and 

November. 

 

Hello Centennial families, 

It would be very much appreciated if any Centennial library books still in your homes could be 

returned to the school. 

 

There are two options: 

1. If you are attending the school, please place your library books in a plastic bag and give 

them to your teacher. 

2. If you are learning from home, please place your library books in a plastic bag and leave 

them in the plastic bin sitting just outside the parking lot doors. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns please contact me at centennialps.library@ocdsb.ca 

Thank you very much. 

 

Judy Kemp 

Library Technician 

 

 

https://ocdsb.ca/
https://www.ottawapublichealth.ca/en/index.aspx
mailto:centennialps.library@ocdsb.ca


   

Hands On Learning Opportunities supporting our Student’s Learning 

We continue to find innovative ways to engage our students using hands-on(Kinesthetic) 

learning opportunities. These opportunities help to engage students in the learning process 

and make learning fun. If you have popsicle sticks at home you can use them as counters, 

cheerios make fun counters too! Jello mix on a tray is a fun and interactive surface to practice 

number and letter writing. Support your child’s learning by trying some of these hands-on 

learning opportunities at home. 

 

Math is Everywhere! 

Continuing with our Math is Everywhere initiative, we challenge students to find the math in 

everyday life. Some of our classes have been chosen to participate in a Zorbits math trial. 

Students participating have the opportunity to explore math through a variety of evidence 

based, high interest math lessons.  Other classes continue to access Math UP, a wonderful 

way to engage students through math and technology.  Teachers continue to find ways to 



engage parents and provide at home math opportunities. For more information please follow 

your teacher’s virtual classroom or reach out to them directly! 

 

 

 

 

Painting, exploring student’s creative side 

At Centennial we acknowledge the need to develop the whole child. This month several 

classes have undertaken fantastic creative art opportunities. Above are paintings created by 

some of the students in Ms. Lipsett’s grade ⅘ class. Students express themselves through 

exploration of colour and concept/design.  Ms. Schadt’s class participated in a unique art 

opportunity, creating designs to match their feelings and help to express their thoughts. 

Several of our classes use art as a method of self expression. These beautiful pieces of art are 

found scattered throughout our hallways.  Parents may encourage their children to continue 

to explore art as a method of self expression at home.  

 

 



 

Physical Education Equipment 

Classes have begun using gym equipment on a class by class weekly rotation. Equipment is 

fully cleaned after each use and classes do not share equipment between them. Students are 

truly enjoying being able to once again use skipping ropes, soccer balls, footballs and more. 

We look forward to continuing to find creative ways to enjoy our physical education classes 

outdoors. Please continue to ensure your child is dressed appropriately each day.  

 

 

The Weather is Changing 



We are preparing our hallways and lockers for the change in seasons. In order to maintain 

strict safety standards we are working hard to plan for the winter months. Students are able 

to hang up their jackets and put their boots either in their lockers or on their hooks. 

Lockers/hooks will be carefully assigned and spaced out to ensure safe distancing continues. 

Please note that the only items allowed to be left in lockers or hook areas will be indoor 

shoes. All other items will continue to be sent home each night. Thank you in advance for 

your support.  

 

 

Equity, Diversity and Inclusion 

The OCDSB Speaker Series is live streaming this event on December 11th 2020 from 1:30pm 

to 3:00pm. Kanahus Manuel, or Kanahus Freedom, is an Indigenous activist, birth keeper, and 

a member of the activist group Tiny House Warriors. Manuel is a Secwepemc and Ktunaxa 

mother of four Freedom Babies, children raised in the spirit of decolonization and free from 

the regulations of the Canadian federal and provincial governments. If interested please see 

registration and live streaming links below: 

 

Registration: https://bit.ly/dec11live 
Live stream: https://www.youtube.com 
  
 

 

https://bit.ly/dec11live
https://bit.ly/dec11live
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y0UN8XVYCDw&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y0UN8XVYCDw&feature=youtu.be


 

 

School Council 

 

Our School Council meets on Thursday December 10th from 7-9pm for our December 

monthly meeting. Any interested parents/guardians please know you are welcome to come 

and join us. If you can’t attend each month that is okay, we look forward to having you 

participate at any time. Please use the following link to join our December School Council 

Meeting: https://meet.google.com/rsk-fiub-suy?hs=122&authuser=0 

 

Last month it was decided that since we cannot do a school wide potluck this year we would 

work towards creating a school wide cookbook. Please see the attached newsletter regarding 

how you can contribute to our first ever Centennial cookbook!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://meet.google.com/rsk-fiub-suy?hs=122&authuser=0


 
 

Centennial Breakfast Program is back! 

Centennial Public School’s Breakfast Program is back up and running and so far as successful 

as ever.  A friendly reminder that our breakfast program looks a little different this year as it 

is not a sit down breakfast. Students who need breakfast are to come to the parking lot doors 

between 8:30-8:45 to meet with Ms. Helena to pick up their bagged breakfast. They then 

head to their regular before school designated location on the yard or their classroom if 

inclement weather.  Students will be able to eat at these locations. We ask that students 

ensure all garbage is put into their school bags and brought home each day. If you have any 

questions/concerns regarding the breakfast program please do not hesitate to contact the 

office.  
 
 
 

 

Ottawa Public Health has developed an online COVID-19 Screening Tool for 
Students. This tool will help parents and guardians make decisions about whether or not 

their child/children can attend school (In Person). This tool should be completed daily before 

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/QPyAytDoKQ4tbBSCDwRsPA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRhKTAXP0RzaHR0cHM6Ly9zZWN1cmVmb3Jtcy5vdHRhd2FwdWJsaWNoZWFsdGguY2EvU2Nob29sLUhlYWx0aC1TYW50ZS1zY29sYWlyZS9DT1ZJRC0xOS1TY3JlZW5pbmctVG9vbC1mb3ItU3R1ZGVudHM_bGFuZz1lblcHc2Nob29sbUIKAEiX_EdfoVN2OFIXbm9idWtvLnNha3VyYWlAb2Nkc2IuY2FYBAAAAAI~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/QPyAytDoKQ4tbBSCDwRsPA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRhKTAXP0RzaHR0cHM6Ly9zZWN1cmVmb3Jtcy5vdHRhd2FwdWJsaWNoZWFsdGguY2EvU2Nob29sLUhlYWx0aC1TYW50ZS1zY29sYWlyZS9DT1ZJRC0xOS1TY3JlZW5pbmctVG9vbC1mb3ItU3R1ZGVudHM_bGFuZz1lblcHc2Nob29sbUIKAEiX_EdfoVN2OFIXbm9idWtvLnNha3VyYWlAb2Nkc2IuY2FYBAAAAAI~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/QPyAytDoKQ4tbBSCDwRsPA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRhKTAXP0RzaHR0cHM6Ly9zZWN1cmVmb3Jtcy5vdHRhd2FwdWJsaWNoZWFsdGguY2EvU2Nob29sLUhlYWx0aC1TYW50ZS1zY29sYWlyZS9DT1ZJRC0xOS1TY3JlZW5pbmctVG9vbC1mb3ItU3R1ZGVudHM_bGFuZz1lblcHc2Nob29sbUIKAEiX_EdfoVN2OFIXbm9idWtvLnNha3VyYWlAb2Nkc2IuY2FYBAAAAAI~


attending school. Please note that no personal information is requested when completing the 

assessment. More details are available on the Ottawa Public Health website. 
 

 
 

Parent Portal 

Please check out the Parent Portal on the ocdsb.ca website for the latest COVID and Parent 

news updates. The link is: 

https://www.ocdsb.ca/cms/One.aspx?portalId=55478&pageId=55500 

Our Centennial webpage is also regularly updated with our latest Centennial news. The link to 

our website is as follows: https://centennialps.ocdsb.ca/ 

 

 

 

 

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/QPyAytDoKQ4tbBSCDwRsPA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRhKTAXP0RzaHR0cHM6Ly9zZWN1cmVmb3Jtcy5vdHRhd2FwdWJsaWNoZWFsdGguY2EvU2Nob29sLUhlYWx0aC1TYW50ZS1zY29sYWlyZS9DT1ZJRC0xOS1TY3JlZW5pbmctVG9vbC1mb3ItU3R1ZGVudHM_bGFuZz1lblcHc2Nob29sbUIKAEiX_EdfoVN2OFIXbm9idWtvLnNha3VyYWlAb2Nkc2IuY2FYBAAAAAI~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/QPyAytDoKQ4tbBSCDwRsPA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRhKTAXP0RzaHR0cHM6Ly9zZWN1cmVmb3Jtcy5vdHRhd2FwdWJsaWNoZWFsdGguY2EvU2Nob29sLUhlYWx0aC1TYW50ZS1zY29sYWlyZS9DT1ZJRC0xOS1TY3JlZW5pbmctVG9vbC1mb3ItU3R1ZGVudHM_bGFuZz1lblcHc2Nob29sbUIKAEiX_EdfoVN2OFIXbm9idWtvLnNha3VyYWlAb2Nkc2IuY2FYBAAAAAI~
https://www.ocdsb.ca/cms/One.aspx?portalId=55478&pageId=55500


 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 
 


